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| To the Worſhipful the 
MASTERS 


OF THE 


BENCH, 


And the reſt of the 


GENTLEMEN 


OF THE 


HONOURABLE SOCIETY 
O F 


Lincolns-Inn. 


Hough I was at firſt very unwilling 
to Expoſe to the Publick a Sermon 
made upon ſo little Warning , and 


; ſo great an Occaſion; yet »pon ſecond 


thoughts 


TheE piſtle Dedicatory. ; 


thoughts I could not think it fit to reſiſt the 
Unanimous and Earneft Requeit of ſo many 
Worthy Perſons,as the Maſters of the Bench 
of this. Honourable Society; ;\_ 14, phom I 
ſtand ſo much indebted for your great and 
continued reſpes to me , and kind accep- 
tance of my Labours among| you far yow afjoyje 
the ſpace of Five and'T wenty Yetrs. Ta 
moit grateful acknowledgment whereof, this 
Diſcourle, Juch as it is, in mere Obedience 
to your Commands, is now huinbly preſented 
to you, by 

| Tour moit Obliged and 


Feb. 28® Faithful Servant 
1657 JOHN TILLOTSON. 
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SER MON. 


EZRA Ix. 13, 14: 


And after all that is come ypon 'us for our evil deeds, 
and for 'ogr great treſpaſs, ſeeing that thou- our God 
haſt puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve, and 
; haſt given us ſuch a deljverance as this :-* ©... 

Sho we again break thy Commandments.,. and j joqein 
-affinity , with. the people of theſe abominations ? 

.. Wouldſt not thou be angry with us till thou hadſt 

W conjumed p45 We ther ſhot be no remnant nar 


+ - Eſcaping; * | 
= ſufficiently a aware that the jrrama 


occaſion. of theſe Words is, it) ſeveral ref 


very. different from the. Octaſion of this 
Day's Solemnity. For theſe Words were ſpoken 


by : ExyÞ at a time appointed for; Publick and 


boy mm ARON Buc I ſhall-not now on 
'c| ſider 


——— —— _————— —_—_— _ 
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ſider them in that relacion, bur rather as they 


refer to that Great Deliverance which _ had 
ſo lately wrqughe for them. ;, and as _they are a 
Caution to libel d of abuſing preac | lercies re- 
ceived from God ;. and. ſo th 


ad Pertinght t chitkr Oct 
Nay ray hk the 


are yery. proper 
This 


e\addefl ale, 


S 


are not fo Lakuiachble to it, For-we find in Scrip- 


ture upon the moſt ſolemn Occaſions of Humili- 
ation, that good Men have alwahes reſtifyed a 


chankful ſenſe of the gdodheſs d\iGbdito chem. 


'And""indeed; the Merty of God dorh then ap- 
pear above rnetfire merciful, when the Sinner 
is molt deeply Rnfible"6f- his vin Vilene(s-and 
VWanotthine." And'ſ £474 here; in the depch 
of their Sorrow and Humiliation, hark' fo. great 
a ſenſe of the greatneſs of their Deliverance, that 
he hardfy knew how to'expreſi it 5) tne. haſt gi- 
ven us ſuch a deliverance as this, And onthv-vther 
hand, we find that good Men, in their moſt 
ſolemn Praiſes and Thanksgivings, have made 
very. ſerious reflectioneifon: cnn ae 5 
thineſs. © And ferdyarkedeſtway'tsmake 
efvly thanktul is firftito make themwery:hum- 
ble. When David makes his moſt !{olerria uc- 
knowledgttiones roGoe fortkiv goa /Nloxcizicrd, 


him, 


——CJS tf 
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him ;; how doth be-abale himſelf before Him ? 


But who am I, and what is: my. people * And ſo like- 1 Chro. 29 4. 


wile, after he had ſummoned all che powers and 
faculties of hisSoul to joyn in the.praiſes of God, 


he interpoſeth. this feaſonable meditation, He pram 103.10, 


hath not dealt with us after our. ſins, \nor rewarded us 
according to our miquities, The greater and more 
lively ſenſe we have of the goodneſs of God to 
us:, the more we ſhall abhor our ſelves in duſt 
and aſhes; nothing being more apt ro melt us in- 
to tears of Repenrance, than the conſideration of 
great and undeſerved Meccies vouchſafed to us. 
The goodneſs of God doth naturally lead toRepentance. 

Having thus reconciled the Text to the pre- 
ſenc Occaſion, I ſhall for the more diſtin& hand- 
ling of the Words take-notice of theſe rwo Parts 
in them, | 

Firſt, Here is a Caſe ſuppoſed ; ſhonld we, 
after all that is come upon us for our evil deeds, and 
ſince God: bath puniſhed us: leſs than our miquities de- 


' ſerve, and hath given us ſuch a deliverance as this ; 


ſhould we again break his Commandments. | 
Secondly, Here is a ſentence and determinacti- 
Qn.in the Caſe ; Wouldſt thou-not be angry with ns 


| tull thow hadſt conſum'd us , ſo that there ſhould be no 


remnant nor eſcaping > This is' not ſpoken doubt- 
: tully, 
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fully, chough ' it be: put by way of queſtion ; 


but is the more vehemently poſitive, the more 
peremptorily affirmative ; as if he had ſaid, it 
cannart otherwiſe be in reaſon expected, but that 
after ſuch repeated provocations God ſhould be 
angry with us till. be had conſumed us. 


_ Firſt, Here is a Caſe ſuppoſed ; ſhould we, 
| an all that is come wpan. us . for our evil deeds, and 


or our great treſpaſs ; and fince God bath:puniſh'd us 


leſs than our iniquities deſerve, and bath given us ſuch a 
deliverance as this Should we agam break his com+ 
mandments, . and join in af finity with-thePeeple of theſe 
abominations, In which Words :theſs followin 


Y 
& 
? 
, 


Propoſitions ſeem to be involy'd, which - I ſhall | 


but juſt mention, .and palſsro-the: Second Part of - | 


the Text. jen 
1. That Sin is the.cauſe of all our ſufferings, 


ro all that is come upon us for our evil deeds , and 


& our great treſpaſs. Our evil\deeds bring all other 
evils upon. us. . -- n tab 0 Ei 

2. That great Sins have uſually a proportio- 
nable puniſhment ; _ after af that 85 come upon us, 


there is the greatneſs of our punifhment ; for ony. 


evil deeds, and for our great treſpaſs, there is the - | 


greatneſs of our Sin. But when Lay that grear 
| "0 Sins 


my Py 0) > WW » WWeww 
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Sins have a proportionable Puniſhmeanr, 'I- db 
aot mean that: any: temporal Puniſhments are 
proportionable to the great evil of Sin ; buc thar 
God doth uſually oblerye a proportion. 'in the 
remporal puniſhmenes of Sin, ſo that alchough 
no temporal :punithment' be:proportionabte to 
Sin, 'yer "the temporal puniſhment of one Sih 
holds a proportion: to the puniſhment of ano» 
ther z and conſequently, leſſer and greater Sins 
have proportionably a leſſer and greater Puniſh- 
ment. io? 

3- That all the Puniſhments which God in- 
fliets in this Life do fall ſhort of che demeric of 
our Sins ; and ſeeing thow our God haſt puniſh d "us 
leſs than our miquities deſerve. In the Hebrew ir is, 
and haſt kept down our iniquities, that is , that they 
ſhould nor riſe up againſt us. The LXX. ex* 
prefſerh. it very emphatically, thou: beſt zafed'ss 
of our Fks, that is, thou haſt not let the -whole 
weight of them fall upon us. Were it not for 
the reſtraints which God puts upon his anger , 
and the merciful mitigations of 'ir, + the Sinner 
would:not be able to bear ir, but muſt fink un- 
der it. Indeed it is only faid in the Text, ' that 


the punifhmenc- which. God inflited upon! the 


Jews, though ic was a long Captivity; was be- 
d | B 2 neath 
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neath the deſert of their Sins : Bur yer it is unis 
verſally true, and Ezra perhaps might intend to 
inſinuate ſo much, thar all remporal Puniſh- 
ments, though never fo ſevere, are always leſs 
than our iniquities deſerve. 

4. T hat God;many times works very great 
Deliverances for-thoſe-who are very unworthy 
of them ; -and baſt given us ſuch a Deliverance 
as this, notwithſtanding our evil deeds, and not- 
withſtanding our great Treſpaſs. 

5. That we are but too apt, even after great 
Judgments, and after great Mercies, to relapſe- 
inco our former Sins ; ſhould we again break thy 


Commandments. | Ezra infiauates that there was 


great-reafon -to fear this , eſpecially conſidering 
the ſtrange temper of that People, who when 
God mulciply'd his bleſhngs upon them , were 


ſo apt to' wax fat and kick againſt Him ; and 


though he had caſt them ſeveral times ito the 


furnace of AMi&tion, though they were 1nel- 


red for the preſent, yet they were many times 
but the-liarder for it atrerwards. X 

6. That it is good to take notice- of thoſe 
particular Sins which have brought the Judg» 
ments of God- upon. us. So, Ezra:does here ; 
after all-that is come upon #5 for our evil deeds, and for 


our 


-— emu ww * _—_- — »* * VS 
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cur great treſþaſs ; and, [ſhould v2 again join in affi- 
nity with the People of theſe abominations. 


Secondly, Here is a Sentence and determinati- 
on-in the Caſe ; wouldſt thou not be angry With us 
rill thou hadſt conſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be no 
remnant nor eſcaping ? Which Queſtion, as I faid 
before, doth imply a ſtrong) and peremprory 
alhcmacive ; as if he had ſaid; after ſuch a pro- 
vocation there is great reaſon to conclude that 
God would be angry with us till he had conſu- 


' med us. | 


From whence the Obſervation contained in this 
part of the Text will be this, That it is a fearful 
aggravation of Sin, and a ſad preſage of - ruine to a 
People, after great Judgments and great Deliverances, 
to return to Sin, and eſpecially to the ſame Sins agatu. 
Hear how paſſionately Ezra expreſles himſelf in 
this Caſc, verſ. 6. Iam aſhamed, O my God , and 
bluſh to lift up mine eyes to thee, my God, Why ? 
what was the caule of this great ſhame and con- 
faſion of face ? He tells us, verſ. 9. for we were 
bondmen, yet our God bath not forſaken us in our bon- 
dage, but hath extended his mercy to «s, 'to give us 6 
reviving, to ſet up the Houſe of our God, and to re- 
pair the deſolations thereof , and to give us a Wall 
Judah 


[l. 


— 
II ESRI "ini IR en ICIS: 
——— ” = 
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Judah and in Jeruſalem ; that is, to-reſtore to 
them the Free and ſafe exerciſe of their Religion. 
Here was great Mercy , and a mighty Delive- 
rance indeed ; and yet after this chey- preſently 
relapſed into a very great Sin , -Yerſ. 104:iAnd 
now, O' our God, What | ſhall we ſay after this 2: for 
we bave forſaken thy Commandments. | 


In the handling of this Obſervation, I ſhall do 
theſe two things. | 


Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that this is a 


fad aggravation of Sin, and 


Secondly, Thar it is a facal preſage of ruine to 
a People. 


Firſt, It is a ſad aggravation of Sin after great 
Judgments, and after {ignal Mercies and Deli- 
verances to return to Sin, and eſpecially to the 
fame Sins again.. Here are three things to be dis 
ſtintly ſpoken to. 


t. That it is a ſad aggravation of. Sin to re- 
wwra to it after great Judgments. 
. 2+, Todo this after great Mercies and Deli- 
VErances. 


» Aﬀer : 
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Lilly After both co return to the ſame Sins 
agail, | 


rt. It isagreat aggravation of Sin after great 
Judgments have been upon us to return to an 
eyil courſe, Becauſe this is an Argument of 
reat obſtinacy in evil. The longer Pharaob re- 
[ited the Judgments of God, the more was his 
wicked heart. hardned, till at laft he arriv'd at a 
monſtrous degree of hardaeſs, having been, as 
the Text tells us, hardned under ten plagues. And 
we find, that after God had threaten'd the Peo- 


ple of Iſrael with ſeveral Judgments, he tells ter. 25. 13. 


them, [that if, they will not - be reformed by ell. theſe 
things, be will puniſh them ſeven times more for their 


| fins. And if the juſt God will in ſuch a caſe 


puniſh ſeven times mare, we may conclude that 
the Sig is ſeven times greater. 8 9 

What {ad complaints dath the Prophet make 
of the People of 1ſr&! growing worle for Fudg- 


ments 4þ | - funful Nation, a People laden with inte 16i..1. 4. . 


wity, children that have been corrupters, a ſeed of evil 
= He can hardly find words en tO Cx- 
preſs how great Sinners they were ; and he adds 


the reaſon 1n the next Verſe, Why ſhould they be verc 5. 
| Jmiten any. more © they will revolt, mare aud move. 


They. 


—_— 


! | Tal. 25. 11. 


| |2Chro. 28.22, 


þ 
| 


| | their Deliverer , "according to dll the goodnefs" which 


'# Toma 8 Sermon. | 
They were bur the worle for Judgments. This 


renders chem a ſinful Nation, a People laden with | 
. iniquity. Andagain, The 7 People turneth not to bun 
that ſmiteth them, neither do they ſeek the Lord of * 
Fioſts ; therefore his anger is not turned away , but 
his hand ts ſtretched out ſtill. And the fame Pre- 
phet further complains to the ſame purpole , 
When thy band #s lifted up they will not ſee, There 
is a particular brand ſer upon King Ahaz, becauſe 
affliction made him worle : This s that King 
Ahaz, that is, that grievous and notorious Sin- 
ner. And what was it that render'd him ſo ? 
In the time of bis diſtreſs be ſumed yet more againſt the 
Lord ; this 1s that King Ahaz, who is-ſaid to have 
provoked the Lord above all the Kings of lirael 
Which were before bim. 

2. It is likewiſe a ſore aggravation of Sin, 


| when ic is committed after great Mercies and 


Deliverances vouchſated tro us. Becauſe this is 
an argument of great ingratitude. And this we 
find recorded as a heavy charge upon the People 
of 1ſrael, that they remembred not the Lord their God, 

who had delivered them out of the hand of all their ene- 
mies on every ſide ; neither ſhewed they kindneſs to. the 
+ Houſe of Jerubbaal , namely Gideon who: had been 


nl 8.3435: 
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{ be had ſhewed tolſrael. God, we ſee, takes it ve- 
3 ry ill at our hands, when we are ungrateful to 
| the Inſtruments of our Deliverance ; -. but much 
! more, when we are unthankful rd Him the Au- 
| thorof it. And how ſeverely does Nathan the 
| Propher reproach David upen this account ? Thas 
| ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, 1 anointed thee Kmg 
| over Iſrael, and delivered thee out of the hand of 
| Saul, &c. And if this bad been too little, T would 
| moreover have done ſuch and ſuch things. Where 
| fore haſt thou deſþis'd the Commandment of the Lord to 
| do evil m bis ſight ? God here reckons up his ma- 
| nifold mercies and deliverances, and aggravates 
| David's Sin upon this account. And he was ve- 
ry angry likewiſe with Solomon for the ſame rea- ? King: 11: 9. 
 * ſon, becauſe be had turned from the Lord God of 
!, ! Ifracl, who had appear'd to himtwice, However 
d | we may light the mercies of God, he keeps a 
IS | punctual and ftrift account of them. Ir is par- 
& ! ticularly noted, as a great blot upon Hezekiah, 2 Chro. 32.25, 
© | that be returned not again according to the benefits done 
l, | unto bim. God takes very ſevere notice of all 
'- * the unkind and unworthy returns that are made 
*: | to Him for his goodnels. 
N | Ingratitude to God is ſo unnatural and mon- 


'ſtrous, that we find Him appealing againſt us 
oe | 'C for 


OY tn SOS. 


VI OQ'0> v 
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1%, 1. 2 for ic to the inanimate Creatures. Hear O Hea- | 
vens, and give ear O Earth | for the Lord hatb ſpoken; I | 
bave nouriſh'd and brought up Children, but they have | 
rebelled againſt me. And then he goes on and up- ' 
braids them with the Brute Creatures, as veing 
| '. _ more grateful to men than men are to God, The | 
[{/] - ver. 3, Ox knoweth his owner , and the Aſ$ ber Maſters Crib, : 

| but Iſrael doth not buw, my People doth not conſider. 
[ And in the ſame Prophet there 1s the like com- | 
11]! Tal, 26, 10, plainr, Let favour be ſhewn to the wicked, yet will be © 
| not learn righteouſneſs. In the land of uprightneſs Will - 
he deal unjuſtly, and will not behold the Majeſty of the + 
Lord, Lord, when thy-hand is lifted up, they will 
not ſee, but they ſhall ſee and be aſhamed, They-that * 
will not acknowledge the Mercies of Gods Pro- 

vidence ſhall feel che ſtrokes of his. Juſtice. 

Theres no greater evidence-in.the World of | 
an intraQtable diſpolicion,thannor-to be wrought | 
upon by. kindneſs, not to be. melted, by mercies, | 
nat-to.be obliged by benefits, not to be tamed | 
by geatle, uſage. Nay, God. expe&s. that, his ' 
mercies ſhouid.lay ſp great an. obligation;upon | 
us, that even a Miracle ſhould not tempt, us.to 
peut, 13.1,2- be unthankful.. Tf there ariſe. among. you a, Pro« | 
phet, ſayes-Moſes to. the People of Iſrael , or a 


Dreamer of dreams, and. giveth thee a Sign-or a Won . 
der, 


4 * — — —— — 
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| ter, and the Sigh or the Winder cometh to paſs, where- 


of be fþake to thee, ſaying, 1tt us go after other Gods 
and ſerve thtm ; thou ſhalt not hearken to the words of 
that Prophet. And he gives the reaſon , becauſe 
he hath ſpoken to turn yu away from the Lord God of 
Iſrael, which brought you ont of the Land of Egypt, 
and delivered you out of the Houſe of Bondage. 

3. It isa greater aggravation yer, afrer.great 
Mercies and Judgrneatrs, to return to. the ſame 
Sins. - Becaiile this. can hatdly be without our 
ſinning againſt kiowledge , and aftet we are 
convinced how evil and butter the Sin is which 
we were guilty of, and have beeti ſo ſorely pu- 
niſh'd for before. This is an argiimient of a very 
perverſe and, incorrigible temper, and that 
which made the Sin of the People of Iſrael ſo 
aboye meaſure ſinful, chat after ſo many ſignal 
Deliverances, and ſo many terrible Judgments, 
they fell into the ſame Sin of murmuring ten 
times ; murmuring againſt God 'the Author , and 
againſt Moſes the glorious Inſtrument of their De- 
liverance out of Egypt, which was one of the 
tn great Types of the Old Teſtament, both of tem- 
foral and ſpiritual Oppreſſion and Tyranny. Hear 
With what reſearment God fpeaks of the ill re- 
fturris which they made to him' for that great 

C 2 Mercy 


Verſ. 5, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


14 A T hankegiving Sermon. 


[[}}; Numb. 14-2 Mercy and Deliverance. Becauſe all. theſe men © 


which. bave ſeen my glory, and my miracles which I did © 
in Egypt, and in the Wilderneſs; and have tempted + 
me now theſe ten times, and have not hearkned unto my 
voice : ſurely they ſhall not ſee the Land which I ſware * 
to their Fathers. And after he had brought them | 
into the promiſed Land, and wrought great De- 
liverances for them ſeveral times, how does he 
upbraid them with their proneneſs to fall again 


Il Jadg, 10-12, into the ſame Sin of Idolatry ? And the Lord ſaid 


i 
[ 


I2, 13, I4» 


unto the Children of Iſrael , did not 1 deliver you from 
the Egyptians ,. and from the Amorites ; from the 
Children of Ammon, and from the Philiſtins > The 
Zidonians alſo and the Amalekites-and Maonites 
did oppreſs you ; and ye cryed unto me , and I delives 
red you out of their hand : - yet you have forſaken me , 
and ferved other Gods ; wherefore I will deliver you no 


| let them deliver you in the time of your tribulation. 
| This incenled God fo highly againſt them, that 
| they ſtill relaps'd into the lame Sin of Idolatry 
| afrer ſo many afflictions and ſo many deliveran- 


\jer 2- 19- phet ſay , Thine own wickedneſs ſhall corre&t thee, and 


| thy fins ſhall reprove thee : know therefore, that it is an 


Il 


evil and bitter thing that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy 


God, 
if 


4 
IN 


more : go and cry unto the Gods which ye have choſen, - 


ces. Upon ſuch an occaſion well might the Pra- » 


\ 
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" 


God, It is hardly poſlible but we ſhould know 
that the wickedneſs for which we have been ſo 


" ſeverely corrected is an evil and bitter thing. 


Thus much for the firſt part of the Obſervation, 


namely , thart it 1 a teartul aggravation of Sin, 
after great Judgments and great deliverances to 
return to Sin, and eſpecially to the ſame Sins 
again. I proceed to the 

Second part, namely, That his is a fatal pre- 
ſage of ruine to a People ; Should we again break 
thy Commandments, and join in affinity with the People 
of theſe abominations, wouldeſt thou not be angry with us 
till thou badſt conſumed us , Jo that there ſhould be no 
remnant nor eſcaping * And fo God threatens the. 
People of Iſrael in the Text which I cited before, 


wherefore I will deliver you no more. Wherefore ; that Judg. 10. 13 


is, becauſe they would neither be retorm'd by 
the Afﬀictions wherewith God had exercis'd 
them, nor by the many wonderful Deliverances 
which he had wrought for them. 

And there is great reaſon why God ſhould 
deal thus with a People that continues impeni- 
tent both under the Judgments and Mercies of 
God. 


1.. Becauſe 


—_—_ _—_—— _ nm a - —— — 


| 
[ 


[| Gen. I5- 16, 


| | 


| 
| 


[| 
ll 


: 
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[| 3 and more. How often would I have gathered you, ſayes 


1. Becauſe this doth ripen the Sins of a Nati- 
on; and it is time for God to put in his Sickle 
when a People are ripe for ruine. When the 
meaſure of their Sins 1s full, ir is no wonder if 
the Cup of his indignation begin to- overflow. 
It is ſaid of the Amorites, four hundred years be- 
tore God brought that fearful ruin upon them , 
that God deferr'd the extirpation of them , be- 
cauſe the iniquity of the Amorites, was not yet 
full, When neicher the Mercies nor the Judg- 
ments of God will bring us to repentance, we 
are then fic for deſtruction ; according to that 
of the Apoſtle, What if God willing to ſhew his 
wrath, and make his power known, endured with much 
long ſuffering the veſſels of wrath fitted for deſtruftion * 
They who are not wrought upon neither by the 
patience of God's Mercies, nor by the patience 
of his Judgments, ſeem to be fitted and prepa- 
red, to be ripe and ready for deſtruction. 


2. Becauſe this incorrigible temper ſhews the 
Caſe of ſuch perſons to be deſperate and incura- 
ble. Why ſhould they be ſmitten any more ? ſayes: 
God of the People of Ifrael , they will revolt more 


our B, Saviour to the Jews , even as a hen gathereth . 
ber 
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her chickens under her wings ? and ye would not. Be- 


hold, your houſe 1s ri to yort deſolate, that is, ye 
{hall be utterly deſtroyed ;. as ic bapned farty 
yeatsafrer to Jeruſalem, and to the whole Jewiſh 
Nation. | 

When God ſees. that all the means which he 
can uſe do proye ineffe&tual and to no purpoſe, 
he will then give over a People, as Phyſicians 
do their Patients when they ſee that nature is 
ſpent and their caſe paſt remedy. When men 
will not be the better for the beſt means that 


Heaven can uſe , God: will,then leave them to - 
reap the fruic of their own doings, and abandon 


chem to the-demerit of their Sins. 


That which now remains is to apply this to 


our ſelves, and to the folemn Occaſion of this 


. Day. 
And if this be our Caſe , let us take heed that 


this be not alſo our Doom and Sentence, 


Firſt, The Caſe in the Text doth very much 


refemble Owrs. And that in three reſge&ts. God 
hath ſent great: Judgments upon us for our evil | 


deeds and for our great treſþaſſes : He hath pu- 


niſh'd us. leſs than our miquities have deſerv'd : And + 
| hath . 
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' hath given us a very great and wonderful Delive- 


rance, 


1. God hath inflicted great Judgments upon us 


for our evil deeds, and for our great treſþaſſes. Great 


Judgments, both for the quality, and for the conti- 
nuance of them. Ir ſhall ſuffice only ro mention 
thoſe which are of a more ancient Date. Scarce 
hath any Nation been more calamitous than this 
of Ours, both in reſpect of the Invaſtons and 
Conqueſts of Foreigners, and of our own Civil and 
inteſtine Diviſions, Four times we have been 
Conquer'd ; By the Romans, Saxons , Danes , and 
Normans, And our inteſtine Diviſions have like- 
wiſe been great and of long continuance. - Wie- 
neſs the Barons Wars , and that long and cruel 
Conteſt berween the two Houſes of York and Lan- 
caſter. 

But to come nearer to our own Times, What 
fearful Judgments and Calamities, of War, and 
Peſtilence, and Fire, have many of us ſeen ? And 
how cloſe did they follow one another 2 What 
terrible hayock did the Sword make amongſt us 
for many years ? and this not the Sword of a 
Foreign Enemy, but of a Civil War ; the miſchiets 
whereof were all terminated upon our ſelves, 
and have given deep wounds , and left broad 

ſcars 
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ſcars upon the molt conſiderable Families in the 
Nation. - ----- Alta manent civils vulnera dextre. 

This War was drawn out to a great length, and 
had a Tragical end, in the Murther of an excel- 
lent King ;- and in the Baniſhment of his Children 
into a ſtrange Countrey, whereby they were ex- 
pos'd to the Arts and Praftices of thoſe of another 
Religion ; the milchievous Conlequences where- 
of we have ever fince ſadly labour'd under, and 
do feel them at this day. 

And when God was pleas'd in great mercy at 
laſt to put an end to the miſerable Diſtrafions 
and Confuſions of almoſt twenty years, by the 
happy Reſtoration of the Royal Family, and our an- 
cient Government ; which ſeem'd to promile to us 
a laſting ſettlemenc, and all the felicities we 
could wiſh : yet how ſoon was this bright and 
glorious morning overcaſt, by the reſtleſs and 
black Deſigns of that ſure and inveterate Enemy 
of ours, the Church of Rome, for the reſtoring of 
their Religion amongſt us. And there was too 
| much encouragement given to this Deſign, by 
 , thoſe who had power 1n their hands, and had 
| brought home with them a ſecret good will 
| ,O It, | 
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For this great Treſpaſs, and for our many other 
Sins, God was angry with us, and ſent among 
us the moſt raging Peſtilence that ever was known 
in this Nation, which in the ſpace of eight or nine 
Months ſwept away near a third part of the Inha- 
bitants of this vaſt and populous (ity, and of the 
Suburbs thereof ; befides a great many thoyſands 
more in ſeyeral parts of the Nation. But we did 
not return to the Lord, nor feek him for all this. 

And therefore, the very next year after, God 
ſent a terrible and devouring Fire, which in lels 


than thage days time laid the greateſt part of this ' 


great City in aſhes. And there is too much reaſon 
to believe that the Enemy did this ; that perpetual 
and implacable Enemy of the peace and happinels 
of this Nation, 
Andeven ſince the time of that dreadful'Cala 

mity, which is now above twenty years agone; We 
have been in a continual fear of the cruel Deſigns 
of that Party,” which had hitherto been inceſſant- 


#4. os fb ded-owgnwa 


ly working under ground , but now began to | 
ſhew themſelves more openly : and eſpecially, ' 
ſince a Prince of that Religion ſucceeded ro the | 


Crown, -our eyes have been ready to fail us: for | 
fear, and for looking after thoſe dreadful things that : 


were coming upon us, and ſeem'd to be even at + 


the * 
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the door. A fear which this Nation could eafily 
have rid it ſelf of, becauſe they that cauſed it 
were but a handful in ———_— of us, and 
could have done nothing without a foreign force ; 
and aſliſtance ; had not the Principles.of Huma- 
nity, and of our Religion too, reſtrain'd us from 


| violenceand cruelty, and from every thing which 


| had the appearance of undutifulneſs to the Go- 
| vernment which the Providence of God had ſex 
| overus. An Inſtance of the like patience under 


a fort ren 


' the like provocations, for ſo long a time, and 


; after ſuch viſibleand open attempts upon them, 


I challenge any Nation or Church in the World, 
when they had the Laws ſo plainly on their fide, 
from the very foundation of it, to produce. In» 
ſomuch , that it God had not put it into the 
hearts of our kind Neighbours , and of that in- 
comparable Prince, who laid and conducted 
that great Deſign with ſo much $kill and ſecre- 
cy, to have appear'd ſo ſeaſonably for our rel- 


| cue, . our Patience had infallibly , without 


a Miracle, been our ruine: 


And I am ſure if 


| our Enemies had ever had the like Opportunity 
! in their hands, and had oyerbalanced us in num- 
bers but half ſo much as we did them, they 
; would never have let it ſlip ; but would long 
| D 2 


ſince 
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ſince have extirpated us utterly, and have made 
the remembrance of us to have ceas'd from among 
men. 

And now if you ask me, for what Sins more 
eſpecially God hath ſent all theſe Judgments up- 
on us ? It will not, I think, become us to be 
very particular and poſitive in ſuch determina- 
tions. - Thus much is certain, That we have all 
finn'd and contributed to theſe Judgments; every 
one hath had ſome hand, more or leſs, in pul- 
ling down this vengeance upon the Nation. But 
we are all too apt to remove: the meritorious 
cauſe of God's Judgments as far as we can from 


our ſelves, and our own Party , and upon any 4 


flight pretence to lay it upon others. 


Yet I will venture to inſtance in one or two | 
things which may probably enough have had a 


more particular and immediate hand in drawing | 


down the Judgments of God upon us. 


Our horrible contempt of Religion on the one |; 


hand, by our Infidelity and Profaneneſs ; and our 
ſhameful abuſe of it: on the other, by our groſs 
Hypocrifie , and ſheltering great wickedneſs and 
immoralities under the cloak and profeſſion of 
Religion, 


And | 
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And then, great Diſſentions and Diviſions ; 
great uncharitablene(s and bitterneſs of Spirit a- 


' mong thoſe of the ſame Religion ; ſo that al- 


moſt from the beginning of our happy Refor- 
mation the Enemy had ſown theſe Tares, and by 
the unwearied Malice and Arts of the Church of 
Rome the ſeeds of Difſention were ſcattered very 
early amongſt us; and a ſowre humour had been 
fermenting in the Body of the Nation, both up- 
on account of Religion and Civil Intereſts, for 
a long time before things broke out into a Civil 
War, 

And more particularly yet ; That which is 


call'd the great Treſpaſs here in the Text, their 


Joining in affinity with the People of theſe abominations, 


| - by whom they had been detain'd in a long Cap- 


tivity : This, I ſay, ſeems to have had, both 
from the nature of the thing, and the juſt Judg- 
ment of God , no ſmall influence upon a great 
part of the Miſeries and Calamities which have 
befallen us. For had it not been for the counte- 
nance which Popery had by the Marriages and Al- 
liances of our Princes, for two or three Genera- 
tions together , with thoſe of that Religion, it 


had not probably had a continuance among us to 


this day. Which will, I hope, now be a good 


warning 
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warning to thoſe, who have the Authority-to do 
it, to make eftetual proviſfion by Law for the 
prevention of the like inconvenience and miſ- 
chief in this Nation for ever. 

2.. Another Parallel berween our Cafe and 
that in the Text, is, That God hath pniſh'd us leſs 
than our iniquities did deſerve. And this acknowledg- 
ment we have as much reaſon to make for our 
ſelves, as Ezra had to do it in behalf of the Jews; 
Thou our God haſt puniſh'd us leſs than our iniquities de- 
ſerve. Thou, our God, haſt puniſh'd us ; there 
is the reaſon of ſo much mercy and mitigation. 
It is God, and not Man, with whom we have to 
do; and therefore it is, that we the children of 
men are not conſwnied. And it is our God likewiſe, 
to whom we have a more peculiar relation, and 
with whom, by virtue of our Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity, we are in Covenant : Thou our God haſt 
puniſh'd us leſs than our Iniquities deſerve. He 
might juſtly have pour'd forth all his wrath, and 
have made his jealonfie to have ſmoak'd againſt us, 
and have blotted out the remembrance of us from uns 


der Heaven : He might have given us up to the will 


of our Enemies, and into rhe hands of thoſe whoſe 
tender mercies are cruelty : He might have brought us 


to the net which they had ſpred for us, and 
have 
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have laid a terrible load of affli&ion upon our loins, 
and ſuffer'd infolkent men toride over our beads, and 
them that hated us with a perfe& hatred, to have 
had the rule over us : But he was graciouſly pleas'd 
to remember mercy in the midſt of .judgment, and to 
repent kimſelf for bis ſervants, when'be ſaw that their 
power Was gone, and that things were come to that 
extremity, that we were.in all humane probabi- 
lity utterly unable to have wrought our our own 
Deliverance. 

3. The laſt Parallel between our Caſe, and 
that in the Text, is the great and wonderful De- 
liverance which God:hath wrought for us. And 
whilſt 1 am ſpesking of this, God is my witneſs, 
whom T ſerve in the Goſpel of bis Son, .that I do not 


fay one-word upon. this Occaſion in flattery to 


men, but-in-truethankfulneſs to Almighty God, 
and conſtrain'd thereto from a juſt ſenſe of his 
great mercy. to us all, in this marvelous Delive- 
rance, in this mighty Salvation which he wrought for 
1. Sothat we may ſay with Ezra, Since thou our 
God haſt given us ſuch a Deliverance as T HIS : So 
great, that we know not how to compare it with 
atiy thing but it Self. God hath given us this Delt» 
verance, And therefore, Not unto 1, O Lord, not 


unto 1s, but to thy Name be the praiſe, For thou 
knoweſt, 


Cn ] 


26 A T hankegiving Sermon. 


knowelt,. and were all conſcious; to our lelyes, 
| that we did in no-wile deſerye-it; bur.quice the 
Y - contrary. God hath given it, and it ought to be 
| ſo much the welcomer to us,, for coming from 
il ſuch a Hand. _ It is. the Lord's: doing, and there- 
Ml . fore ought \to be the more maryellous in our eyes. | 
Iii It is a Deliverance full of Hercy, and | had al- 
"lf _ * moſt ſaid, full of Miracle. The Finger of God 
11: was viſibly: in it ; and there -are plain Signatures 
and Characters upon it, of a more.-immediate | 
Divine interpoſition: And if we will not wiſely | 
IM conſider the Lord's doings, we have reaſon to ſtand in 
" awe of. that Threatning of His, : Becauſe they re- | 
[| Pal.285. gard not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of 
if his hands, he ſhall deſtroy them, and not build them up. 
| | It was a wonderful Deliverance indeed, if we 
I conſider all the Circumſtances of it: The Great- -, 
If neſs of it ; and the ſtrangeneſs of the Means where- 
by it was brought about ; and the Suddenneſs, and 
Eaſineſs of it. 

The Greatneſs of it ; it was a-great Deliye- 
rance, from the greateſt Fears, and from the 
'greateſt Dangers ; the apparent and imminent 
Danger of the ſaddeſt Thraldom and Bondage , 
Civil and Spiritual; both of Soul and Body. 

And it was brought about in a very extraordi- 
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nary manner, and by ve means : Whe- 
hes we conſider the aloe; difficulty of the 
Enterpriſe ; or the cloſeneſs and- fecrecy ofthe 
Deſign, which muſt of neceſſity be communica- 
ted at leaſt to the Chief of thoſe who were to allift 
and engage in it : Eſpecially the States of the 
United Provinces, who were then in fo much dan- 
ger themſelves, and wanted more than their own 
Forces for their own Defence and Security : a 
kindneſs never to be forgotten by the Englih 
Nation. And befides all this, the difficulties 
and diſappointments which happen'd, after the 
Deſign was open and manifeſt, from the uncer- 


tainties of 'Wind and Weather , and many other 


Accidents impoſlible to be foreſeen and prevented. 
And yet in Concluſion a ftrange- concurrence-of 
all things; on all ſides, to bring the thing-which 
the Providence of God intended to a happy iſſue 
and effeR. 

And we muſt not here forget the many Wor- 
thies of our Nation, who did ſo generoully run 
all hazards of Life and Fortune, for the preſer- 
vation of our Religion, and the aſſerting of our 
ancient Laws and Liberties. | 

Theſe were all ſtrange and unuſual means 


but which is ſtranger yer, the very counſels and 
E metheds 
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methods of our Enemies did prepare the way for 
all this, and perhaps more effeCtually, than any 


- counſel and contrivance of our own could haye 


done it. For even the Jeſuits, thoſe formal P9- 


liticians by Book and Rule, without any conſidera- 


tion, or true knowledg of the temper, and inte- 
reſt, and other circumſtances of the-People the 
were deſigning upon, and had to deal withal ; 
and indeed without any care to know them :; 1 
fay, the Jeſuits, who for ſo long a time, and for 
ſo little reaſon, have affected the reputation of 
the deepeſt and craftieſt State/-men in the World, 
have upon this great Occaſion, -and- when: their 
whole Kingdom of Darkneſs lay ar ſtake, 'by a 
more than ordinary infatuation and blindneſs , fo 
outwitted and over-reach'd themſelves in their 
own counſels, that they have really contributed 
as much, or more, to our Deliverance from the 
Deſtruftion which they had deligned to bring 
upon us, than all our wiſeſt and belt Friends could 
have done, | 
And then, if we conſider further, how fudden 
and-ſurprifing it was, ſo that we could hardly be- 
leve ic when it was accompliſh'd ; and like the | 
Children of J/rael, when the Lord turned again the * 
Captivity of Zion ; we were like them that ——_ 
When | 
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Whea all things were driving on furiouſly, and 
in- great haſt, then God pave an unexpected 
check to the Deſigns of men, and ſtopp'd them 
in their full career. Who among us could have 
umagin'd,  but-a few Months ago, ſo happy and 
ſo ſpeedy an end of our fears and troubles? God 
hath at once ſcatter'd all our fears, and outdone 


all our hopes by the greatneſs and ſuddenneſs of 


, . our Deliverance. 0 that men would praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſs , and for his wonderful works to the 
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children .of men. | 
And laſtly, If we confider the cheapneſs and 
ealine(s of this Deliverance. All this was done 
without a Battel, and almoſt without Blood. All 
the danger is, leſt we ſhould loath it, and grow 
ſick of it, becaule it was ſo very eafie, Had it 
come upon harder terms, and had we waded to 
it through a Red Sea of Blood, we would have 
valued it more. Burt this ſurely is great wan- 
of it, one of 
the higheſt provocations imaginable : For there 
can hardly be a fouler and blacker Ingratitude 
towards Almighty God, than to flight en a 
Deliverance, only becaule it came to us ſo caſi- 

ly, and hath coſt us ſo very cheap. 


Y I will 
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L will mention bur one Circumſtance more; 
which may:not be altogether unworthy our bb- 
ſervation, That God ſeems in this Laſt Delive- 
rance, in ſome ſort to have united and brought 
together all the great Deliverances which He 
hath been pleas'd to. work for this Nation againſt 
_ allthe remarkable attemprs of Popery, from the 
beginning of our Reformation. Our wonderful 
Deliverance from the formidable Spaniſh Invaſion 
defign'd apainſt us, happen'din the Year. 1588. 
And now juſt a hundred years after, the very 
ſame year', and at the fame Seaſon of the year, 
this laſt great Deliverance-came to'us. Thar 
horrid Gunpowder Conſpiracy , without Precedent , 
and without” Parallel, was-defign'd to have been 
executed upon the Fifth Day of November ; the- 
ſame Day upon which his Highneſs the Prince. of 
Orange landed'the Forces here in England which he 
brought hicher for our Reſcue. So that this is a 
Day every way worthy to be ſolemnly ſet aparc 
and joyfully. celebrated by this Church and Nation, 
chroughout all Generations; as the fitreſt of all 
other to comprehend; and to; prit us in mind to 
commemorate: all the great Deliverances which. 
God hath wrought for Us, from: Popery, and its 


inſeparable Companion,. Arbitrary Power, And 
we 
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! the Lord's-doing,” it is marvellous in our eyes. This u © * . 


the Day which the Lord hath made, we will xejoice and 


. . 
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- Secondly, - As the Caſe inthe Text is much ſike 


| Ours, ſolet us take heed that the Doom and Sen: 


tence there- be not fo too. If after all that is: came 
wpon145 for our evil deeds, and for our great treſp4p, 
and fince God bath pnniſſ#d us lefs than our iniquities did. 
deſerve ; ſhould we again break his Commandments, 
and jon in affmity with the. People of theſe Abamina» 
flons , would He-not be angry. with us till be had con»: 
ſumed us, ſo that there ſhould be no remnant nor efca»- 
ping { What could we in reaſon.expect after all 
this, 'but utter ruine and deſtruftion 2 We may 
bere' apply; as'St, Paul does, God"'s Dealing. 
with the People of Tfrael; to the Times of the. 
Goſpel ; for he ſpeaks of ir as an Example and 4i- 
monition to all Apes tothe end of the World. Now, i ©or 
theſe things, ſaysthe Apoſtle, were our Examples, to.11.* 
the ment we fhould not luſt after evil things, as they 

alſo luſted-; Neither be ye Idolaters, as were ſume of 

them, 8c. - Neither let us tempt (hrift, as ſome: of 

them alſo tempted, and were deſtrozed of Serpents. - For: 

the exptication of this paſſage we mult have re- 
eourſe 
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courle to the Hiſtory, which gives this account | 


nambas, Of it: 4nd the People ſpake agamſt God,” and againſt 


Moſes, Wherefore have ye brought #4 up out of Egypt, 
to die in the Wilderneſs? &c. impeaching God and his 
Servant Moſes, as if by this Deliverance they 
had put them -into- a much. worſe condition 


_ than they were in when they wer® in Egypr. 


And the Lord ſent fiery Serpents among the People, and 
they bit the People, and much People of I{rael dyed. 
But how was this a tempting of Chriſt? Neither let 
15 tempt Chriſt, as ſome f them alſo tempted ; that is, 
let not us, - now under the Goſpel, tempt our Sav 
viour and Deliverer, as the 1/raelites did theirs, by 
lighting that great Deliverance and by ſpeaking 
againſt God, and againſt Moles. : Neither murmur ye, 
as ſome of them alſo murmured, and were deſtroyed of 
the Deſtroyer. And how far this may concern Us, 
and all Others, to the end of the World, who ſhall 
tempt Chriſt, the great Patron and Deliverer of his 
Church, and murmur without caule, as the 1/zaelites 
did, at the Deliverances which He works for 
chem, and agaiaft the Inſtruments of it, the Apoſtle 
tells us in the next words: Now all theſe things hap- 
pened unto them for Enſamples, or Types ; and they are 
written for our admonition upon whom the ends of the 
World are come. Let 4 not tempt Chrift ; who is now 
| begin- 


OW 


in- | of it, by Breaches and Divifions _— 
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beginning the Glorious Deliverance of his Church 
from the Tyranny of Antichrift; 


To draw now towards a Concluſion ; I will 
comprehend my Advice to you upon the whole 
matter; in as few words as can. | 

Let us ufe this great Deliverance which God 
hath given us, | ſuch 4 Deliverance as this | from 
our Enemies, and from the Hand of all that hate us ; 
not by uſing Them as they would have done 
Us, had wotilca under their Power ; witl great 
Inſolence, and Rage, and Cruelty ; but with 
great Moderation and Clemency, making as few 
Examples of Severity as will be conſiſtene with 
our future fecurity fromthe like Attempts upon 
our Religion and Laws: And even in the Execu- 
tion of Juſtice upon the greateſt Offenders, let us 
not give ſo much countenanceito the ill Exams 
ples which - have been ſet of Fxtravagant Fines 
and Puniſhments, as to imitate thoſe Patterns: 
which with ſo much reaſon we abhor; no, 
not in the Puniſhment of the Authors of them. 

And let us endeavour, for once, to be fo wile, 
asnot to forfeit the fruits of this Deliverance, and 
to hinder our ſelves of the benefit and advantage 
our 
elves, 
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ſelves. . As we have no rcalonto deſire it, ſod 
think we can hardly ever bope: to underſtand Po- 
pery better, and the Cruel Deſigns of it, than we 
doalready ; both from the long Trial and Expe- 
rience which we have hadof it inthis Nation, and 
likewiſe from that diſmal and horrid View which 
hath of late been given us of the «rue Spirit and 
Temper of it in One of our _—_— Nations, 
yhich hath long pretended to. the Profeſſion of 
the moſt refin'd and moderate Popery in the World ; 
but hath now art laſt ſhewed it lelf in its true 
Colours, and in the'PerfeCtion of a Perſecuting 
Spiric; and have therein given us a moſt {ad and 
deplorable Inſtance, of a Religion corrupted: and 
degenerated into that which, it it be poſlible, 
is worſe than None, . - Ip 

- And fince, by the undeſerved Mercy of God 
tous, .we have, uponſucheaſie terms incompa- 
riſon, eſcap'd their Rage and Fury ; let us now 
at length reſolve, never to jom in affmity with the 
People of theſe Abominations ; fince our Alliances with 
them by iHarriage have had ſo fatal an Influence, 
bothupenthe publick Peace and Tranquillity of the 
Nation, and upon the Welfare allo of private Fami 
lies. lhave known Many Inſtances of this kind, bur 
hardly'ever yet ſaw One that proy'd happy ; but 
a great 
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a great many that have been :pernicious and rui- 


nous to thoſe Proteſtant Families in which ſuch 


unequal, and, as I think, unlawful Matches have 
been made : Not that ſuch Marriages are void in 
themlelves, bur yet for all that ſinful; becaule of 
the apparent Danger and "Temptation to which 
thoſe of our Church and Religion that enter into 
them do evidently expoſe themſelves, of being 
ſeduc'd from their Religion ; not by the good 


- Arguments which the other can offer to that 


purpoſe , but by. the ill Arts which they have 
the Confidence and the Conſcience to make uſe 
of in the making of Proſelytes. | 
Andletuus pay our moſt hearty and thankful 
Acknowledgments, chicfly and in the firſt place 
to Almighty God, the Bleſſed Author of this Deliver- 
ance;and under Hm,to that happy In(trumentwhom 
God hath been pleaſed, in great pity to this ſfinkul 
and unworthy Nation, to raiſe up on purpoſe for 


it, his Highneſs the Prince of Orange; and to that 


end did in his All-wiſe Providence lay the Foun- 
dation of our then future Deliverance, in that au- 
ſpicious Match which was concluded here in Eng» 
land, about eleven years ago, between this Re- 
nowned Prince and our Excellent Princeſs. 


» ' 
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This is that moſt 1Iluſtrious Houſe of Naſſas 
and Orange, which God hath ſo highly honoured 
above all the Families of the Earth, to give a Check 
to the Two Grear aſpiring Monazchies of the We#t, 
and bold Attempters upon the Liberties of Enrepe : 
To the One, in the laſt Age ; and to the Other, in 
the preſent. As if the Princes of this Valiantand 
Victorious Line had been of the Race of Hercules, 
born to reſcue Mankind from Oppreflion, and to 
quell Monſters. 

And laſtly, let us beleech Almighty God, all 
whoſe Ways and Works are perte&t, That he 
would eſtabliſh that which he hath wrought, and ſtill 
carry it on to further and greater Perfection. 
Which, after lunch an Earneſt of his Favour and 
Good Will to us, we have no reaſon to donbr 
but that he is ready to do for us; if by our own 
fickleneſs and mconſtancy , diſguſting the Delive- 
rance row it is come, which we lo carneftly de- 
ſir'd before ic came ; if by our ingrateful Mur- 
wikrings and Diſcontents, by our own fooliſh Heats 
and Animoſities, kindled and carried on by the ill 
defigts 'of ſome, working upon the tenderneſs 
and {cruples of others, under the ſpecious pre» 
rences of Conſcience knd Loyalty : 1 fay, if by ſome 
orall theſe ways we do not refuſe the Blefling 
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which God now offers, and defeat and fruſtate 
themerciful Deſign of this wonderful Reyoluti- 
on ; God will ſtill rejoice over us, to.do.us good, and 
think thoughts of Peace towards us, thoughts . Aahr) and 
not of evil, to give us an expefted end of our lo 

Troubles and Confuſions. But if we will. not 
know, in th# our day, the things which belong to our 
Peace, our DeftruQtion will then be of our ſelves; 
and there will be no need that God ſhould be angry 
ith us, for we ſhall be undone by our own Dit- 
ferences and Quarrels about the Way and Means 


of our being ſaved; and ſo be angry with one ano- 
ther till we be conſumed. Which God, of his infi- 


ftite Goodneſs, give us all the Grace and Wiſdom 


to Frevent ; for his Mercies ſake, in Feſus Chriff, 
to whom, with: Thee, O Father, and the Holy- 
Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, Thankſgiving 
and Praiſe, both now andeyer. Amen. 
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